At the arbitration hearing, Lewis Blevins testified, without contra-
diction, that on the afternoon of Tuesday, March 11, 1980, the entire
Mine Committee consisting of Bryant, Nichols and Boggs accompanied by George
Johnson the president of the Local came to his office and again told him
a majority of the miners had voted to strike until management put Danny
back to work (RX-26, p. 136; RX-4, p. 4).  Bryant gave no indication that
he was not present when the vote was taken or that he did not concur in
his brothers' action.

I find that with the possible exception of Joey Stapleton, Bryant
and the other miner witnesses who testified seriously undermined their
credibility by their understandable 60/ but nevertheless transparent
attempts to stonewall and disinform the trial tribunal over Danny's and
the Local Union's involvement in the sympathy strike.  61/

fn. 59 (continued)

against Nichols's version. The record shows that on Tuesday, March 11,
1980, Bryant went with Nichols and others to see Lewis Blevins about the
second stage meeting and to file Bryant's grievance.  At that time, Bryant
apparently signed a request for arbitration dated March 11. When Blevins
told them management would not meet with them until the strike ended,
they took the document back.  It was redated on March 17, when the second
stage meeting actually occurred.

60/  Until the Supreme Court's decision in Complete Auto Transit, Inc. v.
Reis, 451 U.S. 401 (1981), it was not clear to what extent union members
who participated in a wildcat strike might be held personally liable in
damages to their employer.  And while most local unions are judgment proof,
they are not immune from damage suits occasioned by wildcat strikes.

61/ For example, George Johnson, the president of the Local, could- not
remember why the miners decided to walk off the hill that day, even
though he admitted to the MSHA investigator that he demanded management
put Danny Bryant back to work as the price of settling the strike.
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